Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 21, 2014

Ambassador Michael Froman
United States Trade Representative
600 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC

Dear Ambassador Froman:

We write to express our concerns that Japan has not yet made a comprehensive offer on agricultural products as
part of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations. We believe that this situation could undermine the
Administration’s goal of significantly increasing market access for U.S. agricultural products in TPP party
countries.

In previous trade negotiations, the United States requested and received full and comprehensive liberalization in
the agricultural sector from both developed countries like Japan as well as developing countries. By requesting
special treatment for its agricultural sector in the TPP, Japan may upset the careful balance of concessions that
the eleven economies involved in the negotiations have achieved. If Japan continues to insist on protecting
certain agricuiiural products, other countries with sensitivities in the agricultural sector may make similar
demands.

As intended, the TPP will facilitate additional trade relationships with Asia-Pacific countries and set an
important precedent for future trade agreements. Most immediately, a positive outcome with Japan on sensitive
agricultural products will buoy the prospects for reaching an acceptable agreement with the EU in the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership negotiations.

The market access package that the Administration negotiates with Japan has the potential to support billions of

dollars in future exports and hundreds of thousands of jobs. For this reason, we seek assurances from you that
the U.S. will not close the TPP negotiations without an acceptable comprehensive agreement with Japan to

eliminate tariff and non-tariff barriers in agriculture.
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Sincerely,







